
Report on launch of TCHP certification scheme 

 

The Quality Council of India (QCI), New Delhi in partnership with the Foundation for 
Revitalization of Local Health Traditions (FRLHT) launched probably its most offbeat work, a 
Voluntary Certification Scheme for Traditional Community Health Practitioners (TCHPs), 
commonly called folk healers or gram vaidyas, who have treated illnesses for centuries based on 
tradition of local health practices but have not been recognized in our healthcare delivery system.  

The national launch took place in Trivandrum on 24 Mar 2017 in the presence of more than 150 
TCHPs, commonly called folk healers and their network of Associations from the states of 
Tamilnadu, Kerala, Karnataka and Chhattisgarh, the Chairman of the Kerala State Biodiversity 
Board and officials of the Jawaharlal Nehru Tropical Botanical Garden and Research Institute. 

Shri Adil Zainulbhai, Chairman, QCI in his video message stated that it was an important day for 
the healers of the country. QCI has helped the nation in formulating the certification scheme 
through which thousands of healers would be empowered for providing quality service to the 
citizens of the country, more so the rural and tribal population. He wished the Scheme a great 
success.  

Shri Darshan Shankar, Managing Trustee of FRLHT, in his address quoted Mahatma Gandhi by 
saying “Truth will remain truth”. He mentioned that there are more than 10 lakh village based 
community folk healers across the country who based on their knowledge and skill, provide and 
maintain the primary healthcare needs of the rural populace of the country. The healers as per 
their Parampara are service oriented and their patients pay them in cash or kind. There is no fees 
compulsorily charged to their patients. He lamented that inspite of providing such yeomen service 
to the nation, the healers are yet to receive due recognition. He requested the associations of folk 
healers for active participation in the Scheme by coming forward for certification.  

Shri R.P.Singh, Secretary General, QCI, in his video message, said this unique scheme would 
essentially help the rural citizens of the country and provide due recognition to the competence 
and skills of the healers thereby helping in the promotion and preservation of the heritage and 
culture of the nation.   

Shri Anil Jauhri of QCI stated that it was the issue of lack recognition of the healers and the need 
for preserving the ancient wisdom of healing tradition, that QCI initiated work for a social cause 
building on the pilot project done with IGNOU and FRLHT in 2010-12. Shri Jauhri expressed his 
belief that it will be a popular Scheme and especially beneficial for the disadvantaged sections of 
the society, particularly in tribal and rural areas.  

Prof. Oomen V Oomen, Chairman, of the Kerala State Biodiversity Board, welcomed the noble 
initiative of QCi and FRLHT and believed that the process of certification will also help in 
strengthening the initiative of the local Biodiversity Boards of the various states, enhance the 
documentation of the Peoples Biodiversity Register and help the healers to preserve their 
knowledge in a method which is understandable by them and the community in general. The 
launching of the Scheme was a step towards betterment and health security of the nation, he 
said. 

At the end, the representatives of the TCHP Associations of the various states and the Kani Tribe 
of Kerala came up to the dais and expressed their happiness and endorsed that the Scheme 
would provide them enormous benefit in the form of their recognition for their knowledge and skill 
and distinguish them from the so-called quacks.    

QCI and FRLHT initiated the work in Sept 2016 and were able to put in place a clearly laid out 
competence requirements and certification process within a short time. The framework developed 
follows international best practices laid down in international standard, ISO 17024, for Personnel 
Certification. The Scheme envisages certification of TCHPs, to begin with, in 6 streams of practice 
viz bone setting, poisonous bites, jaundice, birth attendants, common ailments and 
rheumatoid arthritis and would be expanded to other streams of practice. The Scheme also has 
a provision for accrediting training institutions. The next agenda after the national launch, would 
be to get the documents translated in regional languages for ease of understanding and 
communication. The Scheme would be operated on a self-sustaining mode, although any financial 
support from the government would be appreciated.  Mr. Nirmal Awasthi, Secretary of Bilaspur 
based Paramparagat Vanaushdhi Prashikshit Vaidya Sangha, announced a contribution of Rs 5 
lakhs for training and certification in Chhattisgarh. 


